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The Confederation of European Paper Industries (CEPI) and the European Recovered
Paper Association (ERPA) are today launching a European Declaration on Paper
Recovery, which pledges that by 2005, at least 56% of the paper and board products
used in Europe will be recycled, and that further measures to improve the
environmental performance of the industry will be taken. In real terms this will mean
that the industry is aiming to increase recycling in 2005 by 25% more than today, or in
other words, to recycle an additional 10 millions tonnes or more of recovered paper.

Paper recycling in Europe increased markedly throughout the 1990s. The amount of paper
collected and recycled at the end of the decade was roughly two thirds more than at the
beginning. This means that at European level, the recycling rate (percentage of recovered
paper utilisation compared to total paper consumption) was 48.7% in 1999, compared to
38.8% in 1990. The European paper and board industry and recovered paper collectors and
merchants' belief is that even more can be achieved to improve long-term environmental
protection and to close the paper loop – where virgin and recovered fibres are complementary
– which has led to the commitment to the terms of this Declaration.

CEPI and ERPA, supported by several other associations in the paper chain, have voluntarily
taken on the ambitious target of a 56% recycling rate in 2005. The target is a European rather
than a national level target, since collection and recovery possibilities vary from country to
country. Taking into account that the total consumption in paper and board products is set to
rise, fulfilling the target would mean that the industry is aiming to increase the amount of
recovered paper used for recycling in 2005 by 25% compared to the current situation – in
other words, to recycle an additional 10 million tonnes or more of recovered paper.

To monitor the progress of the Declaration openly and transparently, a European Recovered
Paper Council (ERPC) will be set up. The ERPC will consist of the two founder Signatories to
the Declaration and is open to other industry associations within the paper chain and to
representatives of the European institutions.

The Declaration has been prepared with broad cooperation of members of the paper chain. In
addition to CEPI and ERPA who have signed the Declaration and committed themselves to
the targets set, the following industry associations in the European Paper Chain express their
support:

INTERGRAF: International Confederation of the Printing and Allied Industries
EUGROPA: European Paper Merchants Association
FEAD: European Federation of Waste Management and Environmental Services



Many guides and studies within particular sectors contributing to somewhat similar targets to
those included in the Declaration have also been made. For example, a cross-industry "Guide
to an optimum utilisation of recovered graphic paper" has been drafted by the European
Council of Paint, Printing Ink and Artists’ Colours Industry (CEPE) and Association of
European Adhesives Manufacturers (FEICA) in cooperation with CEPI and other European
associations like EUGROPA and INTERGRAF. The latter has also recently published a
booklet promoting printing techniques and materials most favourable to efficient recycling.
The target group of the booklet is also print-buyers and the "educational" world.

Marie S Arwidson, Director General of CEPI commented: "It is our firm belief that this
Declaration will not only help to stimulate the European paper and board industry and
recovered paper collectors and merchants to pay more attention to environmental concerns,
but also encourage other members of the paper chain and consumers to actively contribute to
the achievement of higher collection and recycling levels. It is a voluntary step by the paper
and board industry to contribute towards sustainable development for the benefit of our
environment. In this context, we would also be willing to continue to work towards achieving
a voluntary environmental agreement with the European Commission."

For further information, please contact:

Esa Hyvärinen, CEPI Recycling Director
Tel: +32 2 627 4928, Fax: +32 2 646 8137, e-mail: e.hyvarinen@cepi.org

Francis Veys, ERPA Secretary General
Tel: + 32 2 627 5770, Fax: 32 2 627 5773, e-mail: bir.sec@skynet.be

NOTE TO EDITORS:

The Signatories to the European Declaration on Paper Recovery are committed
to achieve the following:
• Further reduction of the production of waste during all processes in the paper and board

life cycle.
• Further improvements in the efficiency of the use of raw and auxiliary materials.
• Optimising collection systems by sharing their expertise with those who are responsible

for the collection of recovered paper for recycling purposes.
• Better technical and operational as well as environmentally benign solutions by stimulating

and supporting research and development.
• Better awareness of paper recycling by informing consumers about their role in closing the

paper loop.
• Finally, the Signatories agree to take the measures to ensure that by the year 2005 at

least 56% of the paper and board products consumed in Europe will be recycled.

Please note that CEPI’s Annual Meeting on 30 November 2000 at the Hilton Hotel in Brussels will
address this topic further. We hope that you will be able to attend our press lunch on that day as
well as the Annual Meeting itself. For further information about the Annual Meeting, please
contact Anna Stewart, CEPI Communication Manager, a.stewart@cepi.org


